
2018 GRANT 

OPPORTUNITIES 
CULTURAL COMPETITIVE 

DESTINATION DOWNTOWN 

EMERGING FILM FESTIVALS 



WHO WE ARE 

Suffolk County of Office of Film & Cultural Affairs 

suffolkartsandfilm.com suffolkfilmcommission.com 



OUR MISSION 

Supporting community arts organizations, including collectives, that embody high artistry, artistic 

vibrancy and foster cultural participation in order to build vibrant communities, amplify the voice of 

underrepresented communities, and celebrate the diversity of Suffolk County.  

Diana Cherryholmes: diana.cherryhomes@suffolkcountyny.gov 

Your Team: 

Erin E. Miller (f/k/a: Reyes): erin.reyes@suffolkcountyny.gov Call us! (631) 853.4800 

Janet Scheel: janet.scheel@suffolkcountyny.gov 



CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD FOR THE ARTS 

SUFFOLK COUNTY FILM COMMISSION 

Reviews applications for Cultural Competitive Grants and Downtown Destination funding and makes 

recommendations to the County Executive and the Suffolk County Legislature for their consideration.  

Term: 3 years 

One in each Legislative District appointed by their County Legislator 

18 Members 

13 Members 

Each appointed by the County Executive 

Term: 4 years 

Reviews applications for Emerging Film Festival funding and makes recommendations to the County Executive and 

the Suffolk County Legislature for their consideration.  



WHERE DOES THE FUNDING COME FROM? 

Section §327-14 of the Suffolk County Code: 10% of all revenues collected shall be utilized by the County of Suffolk in support of 

CULTURAL PROGRAMS and activities relevant to the continuation and enhancement of the tourism industry, and not more than 2% 

of all revenues collected shall be utilized for the promotion of Suffolk County as a FILM-FRIENDLY location.  

Fund 192 Hotel / Motel Tax 

2018 FUNDING AVAILABILITY 

The funding amount for the Cultural and Film grants are subject to the appropriation made by the Suffolk County Legislature.  

This funding appropriation is variable.  We do not have the available funding amount at this time. 



ELIGIBILITY 

4. Provide proof of 501(c)3 tax-exempt status OR secure a fiscal sponsor that meets the regulations of a 501(c)3 tax-exempt 

organization from the U.S. Treasury Department under Section 501(c)3 of the US Internal Revenue Code. 

1. Organizations has the arts as the center of its mission. 

2. Priority for one year of operations. 

3. Project must take place in Suffolk County. 

5.  Project cannot be currently or in-contract funded by Suffolk County Omnibus funds.  

BASIC GRANT INFO 

Organizations may submit an application for a program that was successful in obtaining a Suffolk County Omnibus Award. 

Requests of $5,000 and above are requested. 

No limit to amount of grants or recommendation amount your organization may choose to submit. 



CULTURAL COMPETITIVE & EMERGING FILM FESTIVAL 

Project Goals 

Promote affordable and accessible spectator and participatory arts experiences and cultural events for  

community members. 

Increase opportunities for professional Suffolk County performing, visual, literary, and media artists to engage with  

the community. 

Encourage presentations of underrepresented artists and arts reflecting ethnic traditions. 

Increase visitation to downtown locations for arts, heritage and cultural events.  



SCORING SYSTEM 

Project Overview: 25 Points Possible 

Project Artist, Administrative, & Technical Personnel: 20 Points Possible 

Project Collaborators: 5 Points Possible 

Project Community: 10 Points Possible 

Outreach & Marketing Plan: 5 Points Possible 

Accessibility: 5 Points Possible 

Cultural Tourism: 10 Points Possible 

Project Budget: 20 Points Possible 

100 Points Possible 





Example:  Lincoln Center (Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts) serves three primary roles: world’s leading presenter of superb artistic 

 programming, national leader in arts and education and community relations, and manager of the Lincoln Center campus.  

What kind of project are you proposing? What is the Big Picture goal of your project?  

Explain specifics for how you will achieve the objectives you set. 

 

WHO?  WHAT?   WHEN?  WHERE?    WHY?    HOW? 

 

Examples:   

 

- We want to perform 4 Choral Music Concerts at XYZ Venue. 

 

- We will have 3 million people attending each concert.  We will perform one premiere work at each concert.  The music      

    will feature the music of Lady Gaga.  

 

The panel does not wish to fund your entire season, so please be selective in your request. 

Do not include competitions!  Suffolk County does not fund competitions! 





Collaboration is a mutually beneficial relationship with a purpose of meeting common goals. 
 
It’s not hiring a musician, music director, actor, etc. 
 
It is partnering with another organization to make an event happen by sharing resources, knowledge, offices and more. 



We want you to talk about how the community supports and/or needs your project. 

Examples:  The community supports the project because we have a community ad hoc committee that sells water during intermission. 

Example:  The community needs this project because there isn’t any other kind of activity like this in the area. 

Is it the art form, the audience, the ethnic tradition/indigenous, or location of the presentation underrepresented?  If the artist is new 

to Suffolk audiences, explain why it is important for the audience to experience this artist/arts group. 

Don’t have one?  We bet you do, you just haven’t articulated the plan. 

 

If you do any of the following, you have a plan: 

Email blast, Facebook boosts, social media ads, press releases, print ads, postcards, flyers, or others. 

 

We want to know what you send out, which audience you are trying to attract and why did you choose that vehicle? 



Describe how this program promotes accessible arts and cultural experiences for the community.   

Is this program accessible to all? Venue? Program notes? Interpreter? 

Learn more about the Americans for Disability Act at ada.gov  

http://ada.gov




Budget Hints 

CHECK YOUR MATH! 

 

The budget should match your project narrative.   

Narrative:  300 people are attending at $3 each for two concerts. =  Budget:  Admissions of $1,800 

 

This form is NOT for your Organizational Budget.  You can show us that information in the same format that you provide to your Board of 

Directors, or another format that makes sense for your organization. 

 

if any particular lines doesn’t apply to your project, indicate with a 0 (zero). 

 

The lower your % FUNDED BY SCOCA score, the higher your leveraged score! 

What are leveraged funds? 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to seek project funding from other sources besides Suffolk County. When funds are leveraged 

from other sources, a more significant project may be achieved.  Your total income lines (without the Suffolk request) is what we define as 

“leverage.”  The value of staff services is not acceptable as an outside source of funding.  Why is this important?  Your score indicates to 

the panel how the health of your organization.   



HOW MUCH? WHAT FOR? 

This is required information. 

WHO IS GIVING YOU THE FUNDS? 



The panel wants to know where the event will be held.   

This is required information. 



SUPPORTING MATERIALS 

Artistic Samples: Not required but strongly recommended 

Include a small number of artistic samples. Do not overload Panel with samples. 

Have the sample relate to the project application if possible. 

Label with organization name/project title. 

Submit in the electronic format best suited for the artistic genre.  For instance artwork should be submitted in a jpg format not pdf.   

If you are submitting for a music group and do not provide links and samples, your chance of funding diminishes greatly. 

Outside of the grant period January 1, 2017-December 31, 2017 

Capital construction or real property 

General operating expenses 

Prize money 

Ineligible Expenses 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Food 

Some print projects (like a program booklet), ask for more 

information. 

Public school projects 

And more!  Please see the guidelines for more 

information.   



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

How are awards determined and processed? 

Applications are reviewed for completeness by Staff. 

 

 

Limited opportunity given to correct omissions and budget mistakes.  Narrative changes are not permitted. 

 

 

CAB (Citizens Advisory Board for the Arts) aka “Panel” meets to evaluate and score each application. 

 

 

Staff sends Panel recommendations in the form of a Resolution to the Legislature for review, comment & approval. 

County Executive signs the Resolution. 

Grantees notified of decisions by mail and email. 

 

 

Contracting process begins with EDP Contracts Office. 

  *  All grant contracts are reviewed by multiple Suffolk County departments for approval, this can take time. 

  *  Do your part and submit the required documents as soon as possible. 

  *  If you find the required documents confusing, please call the Contracts Office or set up a face to face meeting.    



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

NYS Nonprofit Revitalization Act of 2013 

nycon.org 

No employee of the nonprofit can serve as the Chair of the Board or hold any other title with similar 
responsibilities. 

 

All nonprofits must have a Conflict of Interest Policy to ensure that its directors, officers, and key 
employees act in the nonprofit’s best interest and comply with applicable legal requirements. 

 

Whistleblower Policy required for nonprofits with over 20 or more employees and over $1,000,000 in 
revenue. 

 

NOTE:  There are updates to these laws!  Please check NYCON.org or check www.SuffolkArtsandFilm.com 



Funding Opportunity! 

The 2018 Long Island Arts Grants Workshop Schedule 

 all you need to know about the granting process 
If your organization is already funded by NYSCA directly, then it is not eligible. 

Workshops are FREE 

Attendance is MANDATORY  

Registration REQUIRED 

 
Administered by the Huntington Arts Council, Inc. 

huntingtonarts.org 

631.271-8423 

http://huntingtonarts.org


THANK YOU! 


